parapsilosis has a particul ar affinity for indwelling access devices and prosthetic heart valves, and it is frequently found in intensive care units. However, most cases of fungal skull base osteomye litis in the literature have been associated with Aspe rgillus niger. Thi s case illustrates the need to consider fungal skull base infection in the differential dia gnosis for any patient with a skull base lesion, particul arly an immunocomp romi sed patient.
Suggested reading
Han na E, Hughes G, Eliachar I, et al. A 69-year -o ld man w it h multiple medical comor bidities experienced a left hemi spheric cere brovascular accident followin g an exte nsive clini cal eva luatio n for a left skull base process. He had been receiving a nticoagulatio n th erapy subseque nt to rece nt coro nary artery bypass grafting , and he developed a concurrent right occ ipital subdural hematoma with subsequent cli nical deterioration. Soon thereafter, he died as a result of neurologic seq uelae.
Durin g a previous eva luation, computed tomograph y (CT) of the internal auditory ca nals and cont rast-enhanced CT of the neck had detected a soft-tissue abnormality in the region of the left nasoph arynx and the left caro tid canal. Positron -emi ssion tomography showed uptake in the left skull base, which raised the possibility of a mali gnancy. However, an upper-l evel neck and skull base dissection and nasopharyngeal biopsy ruled out a lymph oma or other malignancy, and a Gram 's stain and culture of the surrounding lymph nodes were negative for pathogenic bacteri a. Fungal preparations were negative. Whil e funga l cultures were pendin g, the patient was started on long-term intravenous antibiotic therapy for presumed skull base osteo mye litis, which had been suggested by a positive finding on indium I I I white blood cell nuclear imaging.
Following the patient's death , autopsy revealed a total occlusion of the left interna l caro tid artery and an invasion of the vessel wall by nonseptate fungal orga nisms (figure, A and B). Candida parapsilosis ultimately was isolated on fungal cu ltures.
Th is particular fungus is associated with opportunistic infec tion, typic ally in immunoco mpromised hosts. C
